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Neighborhood Centers Incorporated (NCI) has a strategy to accentuate the growth and
improving health and vibrancy of a southwest Detroit area. While our partner nonprofit
housing organizations repair and build houses, we will work on infrastructure improvements to
make this an even better neighborhood for families with children – one where successful
families will choose to live. Already well-known for our All Saints Neighborhood Center and
its companion Park and human development services that contribute to the success and well-
being of low and moderate income families, we are now solidifying our impact with dramatic
improvements bearing on the quality of life in this community.

This paper lays out our case statement and proposal for building on our achievements by
creating a network of complementary parks that will accelerate redevelopment in several
neighborhoods. At the same time, with separate streams of funding, we are renovating the
alleys, educating adults, and organizing youth recreation services.

Southwest Detroit has already become attractive for investment as this culturally diverse area
has begun to thrive and grow. With support and encouragement of Local Initiatives Support
Corporation (LISC) and the Skillman Foundation, community development agencies of this area
have developed close collaborative working relationships that have resulted in a unified and
integrated strategy for the development of the area. Dramatic improvements will result from
many organizations focusing efforts on this community, and will be a catalyst for further
positive changes. We firmly believe that this collaborative effort is a model that can, and will,
be replicated elsewhere.

PARTNERS IN THE PLAN:

The LISC plan for the southwest Strategic Investment Area (SIA) identifies the West Vernor
Highway/Springwells Village1 community as one of three target areas for new investment in
southwest Detroit. NCI is the nonprofit taking the lead for this community, working with
residents, local government and nonprofit community development agencies in building
attractive parks that support healthy youth development and strengthen the economic base for
residential development. Bagley Housing, Southwest Solutions and Bridging Communities
are partner agencies improving existing housing and creating new homes for our target
neighborhood. Partners for infrastructure improvement are Southwest Detroit Environmental
Vision, the Detroit Recreation Department, the Detroit Department of Public Works, and
Greening of Detroit. The Southwest Detroit Business Association is leading economic
development and public safety improvement efforts.

The partner agencies are focusing initially on the “Springdale” neighborhood as the first step in
a plan to move through all the Springwells Village neighborhoods. Springdale is immediately
west of Springwells between West Vernor Highway and W. Fort St. (See attached map.) NCI is
also moving ahead with park development plans for the Woodmere, Phoenix and Roberto
Clemente neighborhoods.

1 The boundaries of Springwells Village are Dix Road on the north, Waterman Street on the east, W. Fort
St on the south, and Woodmere Street on the west.
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Our “Springdale”
Target Neighborhood




